Fact Sheet about Taraaweeh Salah

Compiled by Mufti Ruhul Amin, Principal of Darul Quran WasSunnah, Sadr Mufti of Shariah Board NY

What is Taraweeh salah?
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said, “Indeed, Allah ¥ has made
the fast of Ramadan obligatory upon you and I have made the nightly prayers of Ramadan a Sunnah
for you. So, whoever fasts in Ramadan and offers this prayer at night, with firm belief in the
promises of Allah, seeking only to please Him, and hoping for reward, will be cleansed from his
sins like the day his mother gave birth to him.” (Nasai, 2209)

‘ Abdur Rahman ibn ‘Auf 42 narrates that the Messenger of Allah

Did Rasoolullah % pray it in Jama’at (congregation)?
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The Mother of the Believers, ‘ Aisha %% narrates that the Messenger of Allah & once prayed at night

in the masjid and a group of people prayed with him. Then he prayed again the next night and the
number of people praying with him increased. They gathered again the third or fourth night but he

did not come out to [pray with] them. When the Messenger of Allah :2: awoke in the morning, he

said, “I saw what you did and nothing would have stopped me from coming out to [pray with] you,
except that I feared it may be made obligatory upon you.” That was in Ramadan. (Bukhari, 1129)

% used to pray Taraaweeh?
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How did Rasoolullah

‘Abdullah ibn “Abbas narrates that the Prophet & used to pray 20 raka’aat and witr without a

Jamaa’ah in Ramadan. (Baihaqi, 4391; Ibn Abi Shaibah, 7692; Tabrani in al-Awsat, 5440, Haafiz Ibn Hajr, in al-
Mataalib al-"Aaliyah, 597)



% order others to pray it?

Did Rasoolullah

o o Agm ad 2k o e e plasy o8 3 i ey e o Ml gy 8 B 1 e
S8 s o jelly Ay adde ) Lo Al gy (358 453 o s Lo ) i Loy ble) lias, o8
s Jo e BV o by ST @ 3 eld Jo !

Ve b ol

Abu Hurairah (r) narrates that the Messenger of Allah & used to encourage praying at night in
Ramadan but would not order it with emphasis. He used to say, “Whoever prays at night in
Ramadan with firm belief in the promises of Allah, seeking only to please Him, and hoping for

reward, will have his past sins forgiven.” It remained this way until the Messenger of Allah <
passed away and likewise in the Khilaafah of Abu Bakr & and in the early part of the Khilaafah of

‘Umar ;@

s (Muslim, 174)

How did the Taraaweeh Salah in Jama’at become a consistent practice performed every night of Ramadan?
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* Abdur Rahman ibn ‘Abd 4 narrates, “One night, I went out to the masjid in the company of
[Ameer al-Mu’mineen] “Umar ibn al-Khattab & and found the people in different groups. One man
was praying alone here and another was praying with a little group behind him there. So, 'Umar 3,

said, 'In my opinion, it would be better if I collect these (people) under the leadership of one Qari
(Reciter) (i.e. let them pray in congregation!)'. So, he made up his mind to congregate them behind

Ubai bin Ka'b . Then on another night I went out again in his company and the people
were praying behind their Qari. On that, 'Umar 4 remarked, 'What an excellent innovation

this is! However, that [prayer] which they sleep through is better than the prayer they are
performing.” He meant by this the (Tahajjud) prayer at the end of the night. (In those days) people
used to pray in the early part of the night.” (Bukhari, 2010)

If the Messenger of Allah 42 did not establish this, then is it necessary to follow ‘Umar (r)?
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‘Irbaad ibn Saariyah £ narrates that the Messenger of Allah 42 said, “Compulsory upon you is my

Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly guided Khulfaa (Abu Bakr, “‘Umar, “Uthman and “Ali), hold
onto it with your molar teeth (hold on to it firmly).” (Tirmizhi, 2676)

How many raka’aat did “‘Umar «&; establish for the Taraaweeh Salah?
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Yahya ibn Sa’eed # narrates that “‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (r) ordered a man to lead them in 20 raka’aat
(during Ramadan). (Ibn Abi Shaibah, 7764; Strong Mursal Chain)
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Saaib ibn Yazeed £ narrates, “We used to pray 20 raka’aat and Witr in the time of ‘Umar ibn al-

Khattab ;..” (Baihaqy, 4393; Saheeh Chain)
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Saaib ibn Yazeed & narrates that they used to pray 20 raka’aat in the month of Ramadan during the
time of “Umar ibn al-Khattab i£%. They used to recite the surahs with two hundred ayaat and used to

lean on their walking sticks in the time of “Uthman # due to the severity of the extended standing in

the prayer. (Baihaqy, 4393; Ibn Ja’d, 2825; “Abd ibn Hameed, 653; Saheeh Chain)
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Yazeed ibn Roumaan # narrates, “The Muslims used to pray 23 raka’aat in Ramadan during the
time of “Umar ibn al-Khattab (r).” (Maalik, 252; Baihaqy, 4394; Strong Mursal Chain)

How did the Sahabah #8s and Taabi’een #2s pray the Taraaweeh Salah?
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‘Abdul “Azeez ibn Rafee’ i narrates that Ubayy ibn Ka’b & used to lead the people in 20 raka’aat
and perform Witr of 3 raka’aat during Ramadan. (Ibn Abi Sha1bah, 7766; Strong Mursal Chain)
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Abul Khusaib £ narrates, “Suwaid ibn Ghafalah & used to lead us in 20 raka’aat during Ramadan

with 5 Tarweehaat (intermission after every 4 raka’ aat).” (Baihaqy, 4395; Hasan Chain)
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Naafi’i%; narrates that Ibn ‘Umar 2 said that Ibn Abi Mulaikah 2 used to lead us in 20 raka’aat
during Ramadan. (Ibn Abi Shaibah, 7683; Saheeh Chain)

.Ggasu;‘ww.wq J\Jgﬁ dor |

Sa’eed ibn “Ubaid i narrates that “Ali ibn Rabee’ah & used to lead us in Salah during Ramadan

with five Tarweehaat (intermission after each four raka’aat) and three raka’aat of Witr salah. (Ibn Abi
Shaibah, 7772; Saheeh Chain)
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‘Ataa # narrates, “I found the Muslims praying 23 raka’aat including Witr salah (in Ramadan).”
(Ibn Abi Shaibah, 7770; Saheeh Chain)

What about ‘Aisha’s & words:
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“The Messenger of Allah 2 did not pray more than eleven raka’aat in Ramadan or any other

month. He used to pray four raka’aat - and do not ask me about their beauty and length - then
another four raka’aat - and do not ask me about their beauty and length - and finally, he used
to pray three raka’aat (Witr).” (Bukhari, 1147)?

This is regarding Tahajjud Salah (Qiyaam al-Lail), not Taraaweeh Salah (Qiyaam Ramadan) as is
evident by

(1) “Aisha %* saying that he & would not pray more than this in Ramadan or any other time.

Taraaweeh Salah is only in Ramadan, not any other time. Tahajjud however is performed all
throughout the year.

(2) Imaam al-Bukhari #® lists this under the chapter of Tahajjud (chapter 25, subchapter 16).



